THE ECCLESIAZUSAE, 134-150

PR.    O geb away.    Is this what you'd have done
Amongst the men ?

F.W.                        What, don't men drink ut meetings ?

PR.    Drink5 fool ?

F.W.                     By Artemis, I know they do,

And strong drink too.    Look at the acts they pass.
Do  you mean to tell me that  they'd  pass such

nonsense
If   they  weren't   drunk ?a     Besides,   they   pour

libations.

Or what's the meaning of those tedious prayers b
Unless they'd got some wine, I'd like to know.
Besides, they quarrel just like drunken men,
And when one drinks too much, and gets loo noisy,
]n come the Areher-boys,c and run him out.

PR.    Begone and sit you down, for you're no good.

F.W.   Good lack, I wish I'd never worn a beard ;tl
I'm parched to death with thirst, I really am.

PR.    Would any other like to speak ?

s.w.                                                  Yes, I.

PR.    Put on this chaplet and be quick.    Time presses.
Now lean your weight upon your walkitig-slick,
And speak your words out manfully and well.

s.w.   1 could have wished some more experienced man
Had risen to speak, while I sat still and listened.
But now 1 say I'll not permit, for one/'
That in their taverns men should make them tanks
Of water/    Tis not proper, by the Twain .ff

PR.    How! by the Twain ?   Girl, have you lost your wits ?

waggin1 undhor the, chin,* says Private Mulvaney in one of
Rudyard Kipling's tales '*: It.

6 /ita/', ,%'. yi'dfuji' or ^/}0oi',

f Tanks for storing wine, dishonestly filled with water; the
bibulous woman protests.

ff Demeier and Persephone; a woman's oath.